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eeelllcccooommmeee  ttoo  oouurr  llaatteesstt  nneewwsslleetttteerr  wwhhiicchh  wwee  ppuubblliisshh  ppeerriiooddiiccaallllyy  iinn  aann  
eeffffoorrtt  ttoo  eennssuurree  aallll  oouurr  ppaattiieennttss  aarree  ffuullllyy  aawwaarree  ooff  tthhee  sseerrvviicceess  wwee  pprroovviiddee  aanndd  

oouurr  ccoonnttiinnuuoouuss  eeffffoorrttss  ttoo  iimmpprroovvee  tthheemm..      
  

IIff  yyoouu  hhaavvee  aannyy  ssuuggggeessttiioonnss  ffoorr  iitteemmss  yyoouu  wwoouulldd  lliikkee  iinncclluuddeedd  iinn  ffuuttuurree  eeddiittiioonnss,,  
oorr  aannyy  ssuuggggeessttiioonnss,,  aass  ttoo  hhooww  tthhee  sseerrvviiccee  wwee  pprroovviiddee  ccoouulldd  bbee  iimmpprroovveedd  eevveenn  

mmoorree,,  tthheenn  pplleeaassee  ddoo  nnoott  hheessiittaattee  ttoo  sshhaarree  yyoouurr  tthhoouugghhttss  wwiitthh  aannyy  mmeemmbbeerr  ooff  
tthhee  PPrraaccttiiccee  tteeaamm  

HHeerree’’ss  hhooppiinngg  yyoouu  ssttaayy  wwaarrmm  aanndd  wweellll  tthhiiss  wwiinntteerr  
DDrr  KKaarraalliiee  BBuusshh,,  DDrr  MMiicchhaaeell  BBuurrkkee,,  DDrr  JJaannee  PPiiggootttt,,    

DDrr  MMaarraaggaarreett  PPoorrtteeoouuss,,  DDrr  KKaarreenn  CCooookkee  aanndd  DDrr  PPaauullaa  CCoowwaann  

    
  
  
  
  
  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seasonal Flu Clinics 
Our annual invitations for patients to attend for  
seasonal flu vaccinations have recently been mailed to 
those patients who meet the following criteria; 

 Are aged over 65 
Are aged under 65 but who are in one of the following 
“at risk” groups; 

 Have any ongoing lung disease 
 Have chronic heart disease 
 Have a serious kidney disease 
 Have a serious liver disease 
 Have diabetes 
 Have a poor immune system 
 Live in a nursing home or long stay residential 

care accommodation 
 Are the main carer for an elderly or disabled 

person.  
If you receive such an invite letter then please book 

yourself into a clinic for your vaccination ASAP 

Swine Flu 
Please be aware that the seasonal flu vaccine is NOT a 
vaccination against Swine flu. 
 
Our understanding is that whilst the progress of Swine 
flu slowed over the summer months, in recent weeks 
reported cases have shown an accelerated increase. 
 
The Department of Health has plans, if the spread of 
Swine flu continues to accelerate, for a mass vaccination 
programme that would start with “Vaccinations for the 
vulnerable” which would seek to vaccinate people in the 
following groups 

 Between 6 months and 65 years  who are in a 
seasonal flu “at risk” group 

 Pregnant women 
 Household contact of people with compromised 

immune systems 
 Aged over 65 AND are in a seasonal flu “at risk” 

group 
Prevailing advice is that whilst the virus has so far been 
mild for most people, for others it has been more 
serious.  Whilst, we can not predict the virus will develop 
history shows us that such virus start as mild before 
changing into something far more serious. 
  
Our present understanding is that the vaccination will be 
two jabs each administered a number of weeks apart. 
 
 
 
 
More information should be available in November and 
we will then communicate those details to those patients 
in the “at risk” groups.  So, if you are in an “at risk” 
group please keep visiting our website for further 
information. We will also have information posters in the 
surgery and we will also include messages with repeat 
prescriptions. 

              Website – easthamgrouppractice.co.uk 

             National Patients Survey 
Some of you may shortly receive, at home, an NHS 
survey asking for your views on the service we provide. 
   
The results from the previous survey conducted in April 
shows that; 

 7 out of 10 of our patients surveyed were able 
to get an appointment within 48 hours  

 5 out of 10 were able to book an appointment in 
advance. 

 

Our Doctors Strongly Recommend that any patients 
in these at risk groups receive these jabs, if and 

when any Swine flu vaccination programme begins

For Information, of the 850 Doctors appointments we 
offer each week, whilst most are book on the day, a 
number can be booked in advance. In particular this 

applies to those appointments we now offer on 
Monday nights from 6.30-8.30 and on  
Saturday mornings from 8.30-12.30. 


