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Our new registrar, Dr Austin who joined us in February and has 
already spent several weeks with us.  Dr Austin will be with us for 
six months and in that time will be completing her GP training.  
 
So why do we have a registrar?    Hoveton and Wroxham Medical 
Centre has for many years been proud to provide training to 
registrars and indeed Dr Hunter, Dr Fowler, Dr Singh, Dr Morley 
and Dr Bindel were all formerly registrars to Dr Thurlow and Dr 
Powell.   

Specialist training for general practice aims to produce doctors 
who, on completion of training will be able to provide personal 
and continuing care to individuals and families in the community. 
They will also have the management skills relative to primary care 
and be able to audit their work with a view to improving 
performance. 

The training programme commences after Foundation 
Programme posts (or equivalent) are completed. The 
requirements for general practice training are laid in UK 
legislation. General practice specialist training consists of 36 
months in approved posts. Ultimately all those in training will 
spend 18 months in a general practice environment, currently 
deaneries offer a mixture training post opportunities with between 
12 and 18 months in general practice and the rest as hospital 
based training posts.  

Attended an outpatient appointment at the 
hospital recently?  Please be aware that 
letters from the hospital to GPs usually 

take 1-2 weeks before arrival.  
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NHS English Prescription Charge is 
increased from the 1st April 2008 to £7.10.  
For full details of prescription charges and a 

list of those entitled to free prescriptions please 
see notices within our waiting areas or via our 

website.  
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Dr Hunter and Mr and Mrs Firman 



North Norfolk Patient Partnership  
 
We are writing to inform our patients about a new patient involvement opportunity that is being 
proposed for North Norfolk.  The North Norfolk Patient Partnership would give patients at the 
practices in North Norfolk the chance to get involved with influencing and designing the future of 
their local healthcare. 
 
General Practices in North Norfolk are working together to look at identifying local health needs, and 
finding the best way of providing as many services as possible as locally as possible.  In order to do 
this effectively the practices are looking to recruit patients from each practice to form a partnership 
that will help the practices identify key needs and priorities and help them contact local communities 
to gather feedback on proposals for new services. 
 
Patient and public involvement in the designing of healthcare services is central to the work of the 
NHS.  New legislation came into force earlier this year which places a duty on NHS bodies to ensure 
that they involve the public in service design and change.  They also have a duty to make sure that 
whoever provides these services on their behalf is also involving the patient and their families and 
carers. 
 
Anyone is welcome to come forward regardless of age, disability, ethnicity, gender or sexuality, and 
no previous knowledge of the health service is necessary.  Members of existing Patient Participation 
Groups (PPGs) would be welcome but so would some new faces! 
 
There is an event being planned in conjunction with NHS Norfolk for the early summer that would 
bring together all those interested in taking part.  This would give everyone involved the chance look 
at how they would want the partnership to be organised, and plan actions for the coming year. 
 
Anyone interested in being involved should contact:  Practice Manager, Mr M J Hammond via our 
reception on 01603-782155. 
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